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GAETANO MARTINO

Presidont, Buropean Parliament

Gaetano Marcino ha= becn associated with the European Parliament for
five years. He first became a member in 1957 when the Comuunity's legislative
body was kpown as the Coumon Assembly. He retaiosd his membership in 1958
when it became the Puropean Parlisment and has been twice slected its
president -- in March 1962 and 1963,

Mr, Martino, born on November 25, 1900, at Messine, Italy, holds a
doctorate in human physiology. He is a professor at Rome University and
served a5 reclor of the University of Messine from 1943 to 1957. He is
the presideat of both the Italian Society for Sclentific Progress and the
Academia Peloritana, Mr, Martino is also A member of the National Academy
of XL f(a society of Italians renowned in science and letters).

From 1948 to 1954, Mr, Martino was vice president of the Italian
chamber of deputies and president of its commission of pubiie instruction,
In 1954, he became minister of public i{nstruction and forelgn affairs
(remaining in the latter post untcil 1957).

Mr, Martinc was president of the Italian delegacion ot the fifteenth
session of the Unitced Nacrions and serves on the Tnternciional Disarmament
Commission. He is president of the Italian Liberal party and a deputy in
the Italian Parliasment,
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THE EUROPEAN PARLIAMENT

The Buropean Parliament officially came into exlstence in Maxch 1958,
But it first took form as the Common Assemblvy, in .pril 1951, with the signing
of the Txcaty of Paris establishing the Buropean Coal and Steel Community.
When the Common Market and Euratom were established, a convention was signed
in March 1957 transferring the powers of the EC5C Common Assembly to a single
legislative body serving all thivree Communities,

Now called the Buropcan Parlisment, its members are appointed b and from
the national parliaments of the 5ix, France, Germany, and Italy sacu have
36 delegates, Belgivm aud the letherlands 14, Luxembours six =- 14| members
in all, It meets in Strasbouryg.

In the Paviiament the members sit by party -- che Christisn Democrats, the
Liberals and the Socialists -- and not by country, carrving out one of the
firet decisions of the former Common Assembly. /¢t present, the Parliament's
actual powers, granted by the Treaties, are largeiy consultative. However,
the three Executives must report annually to the Paxlisuent, which cen oust
them by & motfon of censure, voted by a two-thirds majority.

Each year the Parliament elects a president &nd eight vice presidents,.
The mainspring of the Parliament's influence is in its standing committees.
These are 13 committees, whose areas are: political affairs, external trade,
agriculture, soclal affairs, internal market, economic and financial affairs,
relations with underdeveloprd countries, tramsport, encrgy, rescorch and cultural
affairs, health protection, administration and budget, and legal affairs,

Every member of tha Parlimment is a member of at lesst one of the conmittees,
sometimes of several., The comnitiees may meet at any time,

The committce system allows small groups to propare reports on specific
areas of the Community's work -- working documents for the Parlisment. The
reports are debated and jut to the vote in a full session of Parliament., The
comuittees also hold periodic "hearings" with the Cosmunity Executives, providing
the Community with expert information and advice when necded,

Sowme ¢f the recent Community policies debated by the Parliament have been:

l. The negotiations for entry of Great Britain inte the Common Market,

2, Action on the second convention of assocciation of the Africen states
and Madagascar with the Buropean Economic Community,

3. Definition of EFC relacions with Latin ‘merica,

4. The state of multi-iotoral tariff negotiation preparations in the
framework of the Cancynl fgrasment on Tariffe and Trode (7TL),

5. Developpent of a8 eommon energy policy.
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COUNCIL ON FOREIGN RELATIONS, I*

THE HAROLD PRATT HOUSE 58 EAST 6818 STREET
NEW YORK 21, N, Y.

CATLE APVDRER  FORAFFAIRS, REW YORK
In honor of

The Honorable Gaeteno Mariino
Presildeut, European Parliementary Assembly

THE COUNCIL ON FOREIGHN RELATIONS
requests the pleacure of your presence at a
ROTWDIABLE MEETING

Thuraday, October 24, 1963
5:15-6:30 P‘xH.

ot the Harold Prati House
"The Emcrging Role of the Burovpean Parliament”
The Honorable William A. M. Burden will preside

With increasing urgency, the Atlantic ailiauce is con-
fronted by the vpersistent political difficulty of making
decisions for joint action. The older voroblem of con-
census formation in Europe is made more acute by extending
it through the Atlantic area. It is upon this need for
effective political consultation and decision making Ly
elected reypresentatives that Dr. Martino will speak.,

For his comments, Dr. Martino draws not only upon the
lessions of the Eurcpean Parliamentary Asscubly, but on
his experience as the Ttalian Minister ci Forcign Affairs,
as Presldent of the .‘alian Delegation %o the Fifteenth
U.N. General Assembly, and with the Common Assembly of
the Coal and Sicel Community and the Europcan Parliament,
of which he became President in 1962,

The mecting will be private end off-the-record,

Please return the enclosed card if you plan to attend.
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