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First of all let me thank you heartily, Mr.
Foreign Secretary, for your cordial reception, for the
kind words you have had for my country and for the welcome
you have bestowed upon President Scelba and me.

Some two hundred years agoe a diplomat going
through Venice was asked by the innkeeper to write down
in his guest book the definition of his profession.

You know what he wrote..... it is an old story:
"the diplomat is a man who goes abroad to lie for the
good of his country". If such a diplomat were alive
to-day and could read through our minds and also could
have a peep in our attaché cases which you saw us carry-
ing as we arrived at Victoria Station - he should admit
the generalization to be wrong.

fle came to London to convey to the English
people and to the British Government the sincere feelings
of friendship of the Italian Government and of the Italian
people.

fle came to London because one comes to London
every time that history opens a new Chapter in the
international relations; as a matter of fact, we were

here last September.
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e came to-day because we wish to mark through our
visit the end of a period during which, through our unitéd
efforts, we were trying to build the prerequisites of a larger
cooperation between our two countries.

In these united efforts of ours, your contribution,
Mr.Foreign Secretary, has been very great indeed.

I may ftell you now we had always thought that your
action would have brought concrete results. And, indeed,
the prophecy was easy enough. We remembered all the help
given to us by the British Government for the revision of
our peace treaty; your constant personal care to support our
admission to the U.N., your friendly interventions at the
General Assembly of the U.N. and at the meetings of the Atlantic
Council, especially the one which was held in Rome. We remembered
the assurances you gave us at the time, that your Government
would reexamine - without prejudices - all questions concerning
Italy and the United Kingdom and that you would assist us in
all matters in which the help of Her Britannic Majesty's

Government could have been useful to our purpose.

It was therefore with no surprise, but with deep
satisfaction, that we followed your daily, relentless efforts
to reach the London agreement for Trieste. And we appreciated
to the full extent the contribution of the British Government.
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The present state of our relations makes our resolve
even stronger to dedicate ourselves, with reciprocal and
renewed trust, to their further development.

To their further development also in the international
field - where also, our interests coincide.

Our Community of free and democratic Nations is
constantly searching for any opaning to bring to an end the
present belligerent peace. In view of the reaction of the
opposite side, this search of ours unfortunately recalls
us the old joke of the man looking in a dark room for a black
cat which may not be there.

But we, in England and in Italy, gathered in a
communion of purposes and efforts, we do not lose faith: we
do not lose the hope of safeguarding peace; we trust we shall
be able, through our unity, to guarantee our security and,
in 80 doing, to defend the spiritual values in which we deeply
believe,

Therefore it is also in the Atlantic and European
framework that the friendship between England and Italy has
a special meaning, as a positive contributicn towards the
attainment of our reciprocal aims.

Let me now raise my glass, Sir, to the further
development of the coz?aratiun between England and Italy, to
Her lajesty the Queen,\the prosperily ‘our friend and ally,
England, and to your personal hsalth.
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First of all laf me thank you with
all my heart, Mr. Foreign Secretary, for
your cordial reception, for the kind words
you hafﬂjﬁfnr my country and for the welcome
you have given President Scelba and myx-self.
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which you saw us narryahcf as we arrived
at Victoria Station — he should admit the
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We came to London to convey to the
English people and to the British Government
the gincere feelings of friendship of the

Italian Government and of the Italian people.
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all the help given to us by the British

Government for the revision of our peace

treaty; your constant personal care to

support our admission to the U.N., your

friendly 1ntarv%%iuna at the General Assem-

bly of the U.N. and at the meetings of the
Atlantic Couneil, especially the one which
was held in Rome. We remembered the assu-
rances you gave ug at the time, that your
Government would reexamine - without pre-
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and the United Kingdom and that you would
assist us in all matters in which the
help of Her Britannic Majesty's Govern-
ment could have been useful to our mutual

purpose.
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but with deep satisfaction, that we follo-
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