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Mr President, ILadies and Gentlemen,

It is, for me, a very great honour,
indeed, Bo have been given the opportunity of
illustrating the political birth of my country
in the community of modern States on an occa_
sion such &s this, made particularly memorable
by the presence of the President of the United
States of America.. But at this moment I am,
above all, animated by a profound sense of gra_
titude toweards all those thet, by organising
this gathering and taking part therein, have
wished to pay their homage to Italy. I should
like t0 assure you, ¥r President, that your
presence here, today, at this celebration will
deeply touch the hearts of all Italians and
reinforce the affection with which they regard
your great country. In fact they love and
admire the United States as fthe place where
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Suman labour has, in these modern times,made
the finest contribution to the civil and moral
progress of mankind and where the greatest
effort is being made to guarantee that this
progress will be continued in spite of

the uncertainties and dangers of the present
time, I am sure, Mr President, that this
cerdmony, which your presence will endear o
the hearts of the two peoples will make a new
contribution to the friendly relations between
Italy and the United States.

A hundred years ago at Turin, in the
Parliament elected for the first time by the
majority of the Italian people, the Kingdom of
Italy was proclaimed. The proclamation mazked
the birth of the Italian State which embraced
within its political framework, constructed on
democratic lines, all Italians living in the
continental territory of Italy and in her
islands. It is true that the Veneto was still

ol s
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under Austrian rule and that new State was
being born without its capital,which could
not be but Xome. But the liberation of the
Veneto and the annexation of Rome could only
appear, in 1861, as inevitable events to take
place shortly. Venice, din fact, was restored
to Italy in 1866 and Rome annexed in 1870.

The last Itzlian War of Independence
of 1915 to 1918 came within the context of
the first great world conflict of this troulled
century, of ours. It is hardly necessary to
recall the decisive contribution made by the
United States towards the settlement of that
conflict, in defence of the principledfself
determination. I@ was this last War of
Independence that finally restered to the
unity of the Itglian family those populations
of Italian language, culture and spirit still

under Austrian rle.
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The fundamental and decisive events
leading to the unification of Italy were those
that took place in the two years from 1858 to
1860. HenceAit cannot be szid that when,on
March 14th,1961, the Kingdom of Italy was
proclaimed, the Italian State was born only in
a juridical and programmatic sense. On the
contrary, it must be recugnﬁEeﬂ that it came
into existence as a substantial reality in the
historical and geographical sense as well as
in the moral and political sense. For this
reason We are fully justified in celebrating,
as we are celebrating, hére in 1961, the

centenary of Italy as a political entity.

The ideadlistic &nd political mowvement
that calminated in the formetion of the Italian
State 1B as dntegral part of the European
history concerning the first seventy years of
the ninenteenth century.

of o
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This was the very century in which the
germs of renewal, sown by that great wind of
human emancipation that had blown so power
fully through the American and ithe PFrench
revolutions, developed and ripened in so
many parts of the old world., The Italian
movement, the Risorgimento, receveid a
stimulus and an impulse from the moral and
intellectual climate that had spread over
Zurope, arising from trose sources of the
same greatf ideals that had operated in the
course of the American and French eventis of
the eighteenth century.

Kevertheless, even if the primary
cause of the Risorgimento was the desire to
renew the Italian society, through the motive
force of the same ideals on which other
peoples had already reconstrucied their lives
and made them freer and more creative, the

o M




Italian movement was an autonomous one,

justified and expressed by the particular
conditions and need of that society.

Prior to 1859, Italy was split
into small states of varying dimensions:in
the South a State ineluding Sicily, The Papal
States in the centre, which, with the Lega_
tions, stretched from Rome to Romagna, the
Granduchyof Tuscany, the two diminutive
Duchies of Modena and Parma, the Kingdom of
Piedmont,including Sardinia, situated in the

Noxrh-West of the peninsula and the two
Prosperous reglons ol Lombardy and the Veneto,
incorporated in the Austrien Empire.

Austria was the sole foreign Power, among
those ruling in Italy, and with her might

and arms - the strongest in the peninsula at

that moment - she conditioned and influenced

/s
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not only the general balance, but the life
itself within the other Italian States,
None of these was. in practice, free to

Choose & politicel system incompatible with
the policy and the position of Austria in
I1taly.

It must be added that the
dinastyc character of these states and
their small dimensions made it impossible
for mest of them to bring about reforms
through the impulse of autonomous indig
enous forces. The restricted groups of
leaders in these small states could only
identify their interests with the most
stubborn conservatism which,moreover,fully
coincided with the general conservative
Tunetion that Austria carried out in Europe

in defence of her imperiasl interests.

./-
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Austria wished particularly to
protect the existing Buropean order, the
survival of which waslon the other hand,
dependent on her stability. An essentisl
part of this order was the political
fragmentation of Italy, a harsh reality
which thus hindered or checked both the
common efforts of the Italians and their sepa
rate advance towards more modern and
civilised forms of social life,

In most of her districts, Itely
continued to be afflicted by the serious
social evils that the rest of Burcope had
already eliminated or was about to eliminate:
poverty, lgnorance, fear and the servility
of the weak’and the corruption of her rulers,
fed by the incapacity of the governed to
make thelyr voices heard in publiec affairs,

It 48 true that the movement for the set—

tlement of the Itaslien problem was

prepared and directed by elect
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minds developed through participation in
the informing and inspiring thought of

the new social and political life of Burope
and the world., 1t ia{hﬂwevar,equally true
that this movement was capable of prqﬁieal
achievement, inasmuch as it was grafted upon

the needs of the most numerous and suffering
section of the Italian people. Taken as a
whole,such needs could be summarized in fact

as the need for Italy to rise again as a
Nation, on a level of general civil progress
after centuries of decadence and discouragement

A great English statesman, Gladstone,
who although he followed with soliecitude

the moral and political drama of Itsly ,
as early as IB54 wrote to an Italian

friend that hs could not understand why the
Italians were insisting so much on their

desire for independence and unity without




first taking care to lay the bases Tor 1%,

by promoting the improvement of individual

states and the civil education of the
people. Gladstone, prompted by the
dictates of his own method, envisaged an
Italy resurgent solely through the slow
growth of the osk, that is to say, through
the prolonged exerciee of self-control and
self-criticism and the cautious development
of national industries and resources.This
vision, which was also shared by some of
the finest Italian minds prior to the
disastrous expericnce of the war agains®
Austria in 1848-49, had to be abandoned
because it became clear that it was first
of all essential to wrest independence
¢£rom the Austrian Empire. Austria's pre_

dominance in Italy was,; in fact,preventing

o/ia
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any change, not only of territorial
character but also of politico-institu_
finnal character: therefore independence
could not be achieved by the allience of
Italian States united by a2 mere federzal
link, It was abundantly clear that the
edifice of the constitutional liberties
of the Italians,in harmony with what the
pecples already emancipated had achieved,
could only be constructed on the basis
of liberation from Austria and the
destruction of the o0ld States, whose
institutions, opposed T0 every form of
progress, were ossified and incapable

of modification.

Italians preserve in their hearts

the memoxy ©of four men who siand . out

of o
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among all others as the true artificers of
the politiecal reconstruction of their
country: Vittorio Emanuele II, Mazzini,
Garibaldi and Cavour. None of these could
or did operate without coming into conflict
with the other three; but Italy was able to
rise only as the synthesis of the work of
each and everyone of them. Two ways
appeared possible for the solution of the
Italian problém: through the political and
military initiative of Piedmont, or through
populaxr initiative. In reality it was
necessgsary to follow both roads to achieve
the goal, even if the direction of the
uprising came from Piedmont, which tmnsformed
tself into the instrument of the Italien .
cause. . It is Vo Vittorio Emanuele II and

of o
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Cavour that history now gives the merit of
having reformed the o0ld Fiedmontese State and
made it the intensely vital cell around which
the others were able to develop the organism
of Italy. Bgually, Mazzini is Tegarded as
the apostle and the promoter of popular ini-
tiative 2nd Garibaldi as tThe brilliant and
victorious mediator. But it must be made
clear that Vittorio Emanueleis outstanding
merit lay in ' having offered himself and his
kingdom te ITaly and of adhering fto this offer
even at moments of adversity. He heeded and
identified himself with 2ll the uplifted
volices of Italians of all conditions and
regions. Cavour's great merit was the
construction of the admirable apparatus of
the Piedmontese State as the instrument of

liberty and of intense progress and to have

o/
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used this instrument with such admirable
precision to settle to the advantage of
resurgent Italy the various situation
determined by himself-ur by others, But
perhaps Cavourts highest achievement wes

the skill with which he piloted the Italian
probdblem through the tempestuous waters of
furope, without overimrning her order, He

had the wisdom ané the capability to enrich
the Italian movement with fertile elements

of evolution that helped in éliminating
stagnant situations which would have otherwise
degenerated into uncontrolled and destructive
uprisings., Cavour, by bringing Italy to the
uropean level and inserting her into the
Buropean body peditt} as 2 new force and en
autonomous and sovereign unit, nov only
showed himself to be a gréat Italian but also

o/




15-"

a great and responsabile Buropean. Mazzini's
great merit was, on the other hand, the perti
nacity with which he preached the need of the
Itelian people to gain its liberty indepen_
dently. The concept that dominated his mind
and informed his actions was that of auto-
emancipation. Therefore he was never tired

of preaching the necessity for popular initia |
tive and worked constantly tc promote it. The
man, who trarﬁated the energies aroused in

every part of Italy by Mazzini's preaching

into concrete action for the formation of the
new State, was Garibaldi, whose genernﬁa and
courageous struggle for the liberty of the
people, makes him one of the most colourful
figures in the Buropean history of the last

century. He was the one who, more than

o/ o




anybody else, helped in popularizing the
idea of the peug;e's contribution to the
formation of Italy, the one who daringly
led their sfforts. A believer himself,
like Mazzini, in the creed of the auto—
emancipation of the people, he was,moreoven
aware that ih the situation of Italy and
Gurepe at that time, this creed was only
partially applicabls and that Italy could
becomie a free and sovereign State only by
a combination of monarchical-FPiedmontese
inltiative and the initiative of the peopl
Thus Italy was born as the result of the
convergence of the forces of diverse
inspiration, but all concurrentin the

desire for an autenomous and soverelgn

/s
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Italian State as the instrument capable
of guaranteeing the liberty of a2ll Italiansand
of securing to them the means for their social
progress.This was & birth of great historical
importance because even if for centuries,indeel
millenia, en Italian nation had existed in &
continuous formative prucess,theré had newer
before existed an &talian State as & political
and fterritorial autonomous entity. The new
State, through the very process of its
formation; began its history with three
salient characteristics; that of a unitary
State,because, it had been constituted through
the development and tThe growth of the cell
of ‘the Piedmontese State; that of a

S
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liberal State, because of the character of
its institutions, founded on popular
vote; and finally that of having been
construeted on the basis of the containment
rather than the development ¢f the uprising
of popular energies, so &as to take i%s place
in the Buropean order without upsetting it

or risking suffocation.

The liberal character of the new
State is emphasifed by the way in which the
problem O0f the temporal power of the Pope
was solved. The happy formula coined by
Cavour "A Free Church in a Free State" forced
the State to constitute itself and operate

gtrietly according to the law of liberty and,

&/ o
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at_the same time, created Tor the Churech

the most ideal conditions for the intensi
fication of its spiritual action. It
would be diffieult not to reeugni?a that
the behaviour of the State towsrds the
Chureh in fulfillment of Cavour's formula
was such as to give the Catholic world
no reason to regret the end of the temporal
vower of the Church. On the contrary that
event was henceforth to be regarded as the
beginning ana the condition for A new and
more fruitful phase of work and religiosity
in the history of Catholicism,

The Italian State, born with these

characteristics, neither broke its promises,

o/ o



201""

nor deluded the expectations of those that
hoped to see it established or awaited it
as the instrument for the renewsl and the
progress of Italian society.” And.in spite
of many difficulties and grave limitations
in which were reflected some 0f the defects
of i%¥s arigins, and above all the rersisting
tradition of centuries of servitude to the
foreigner or its own rulers, it made deci_

sive progress towards the future between
the the date of its birth sand the 1915-18
war, improving and strengthening its
strueture, enlarging its political bases
and giving a decisive impulse to cultural

and economic progress.

It must be observed that the ri_
ge of PFascism in Italian life was stimulated
and favoured by the spread of the nationa
lism infecting the entire body of Europe.

of'o
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Nevertheless it mus_':gh‘ge recognised |
thet its primery cause lay in/incompleteness
of the edifice of the unitary State.Fascism
founded its fortunes, above all, on tThat
numerous class thet the unitz1y State had
not succeeeded in raising from conditions
of extreme misery or in educating politically
by liberating it from its traditional
acquiescence to arrogance and the partisan
vse of authority. Born and maintained
through violence from within, 1% could not
but end in the tfagic episode of violence
from without.

On the ruins of the war and with
wisdom scguired through sacrifice and sorrow,
the Italian people has reconstructed its
State in the spirit and on the fundamental

of o
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concepts of those that founded it a

hundred years ago. This faithful re~
establishment proves that the work of

those men was neitﬁer ephemeral nor
arblitrary, It was they, on the contrary,
that indicated the sole way open to the
Italian people for the future:a way from
which it is not possible to verge, as the
tragedy of Fascism has 2ll1l too eloguently
proved, without running into g¥eat disasters
and placing itself in the most terrible
danger. We are conseious of having progr-
essed faithfully and decisively along this
road in the last fifteen years. We have
perfected the institutions that guarantee
liberty. We have reconstructed the meterial
bases of the national wealth,  We have

extended the sources of work and the means

i
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of agsistance in order To give security to
alls We héve taken and held our place in
the international pemsertnded institutions,
that operate for the defence of liberty of
men and GExdies peoples. We have collaborated
and continue to collaborate @aetively, in the
van, for the creation of that.united Europe
which was the unfulfilled dream of Giuseppe
Mazzini., We are firmly convinced that it

is solely by translating Mazzini's ideal
into the conerete form of common,supra-
national Instivutions, that.a new chapter

in history will be opened, mwhich will see the
old Burope, finally liberated from intestine
gelfighnesses and feuds, enjoying = re-

geined unity of minds.

Nevertheless we are even more

conscious of what still has to be achieved.As

o/ o
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homage to our "Founding Fathers" are
making efforts to ensure that their
country becomes increasingly aware of
these Guties end capable of fulfilling
them in the best possible way both in

}L f:‘il:rl:.ue::r.'n 1nna.1 and 1n*te::l'nal life.

At this moment our major
respnnaahllity lies at home. There are
8till some millions of our fellow
citizens that hold that justice is to be
found outeide the democratic system.Their
preocecupying presence is partly determined
by unstable and precarious living
conditions and parily bound up with the
hard crust of habits and scepticism formed
through long and bitter centuries of
sex¥vitude. Our task is to restore security

al’e
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faith and hope to them, in order To
re-absorb them in the oneness of the
democratic State. In doing this we shall
be carrying en the work of those whose
memory we are honouring and celebrating
today and shall conbtribute to the dinamic
defence of the free and democratic world;
a task, which, at the present houy is laid
upon us by Destiny as the indispensable
condition for the survival of ciwvilised

mankind.




¥y President, ladies and Gentlemen, 4

It is, for me, a very great honour,
indeed, o have been given the opportunity of
illustrating the political birth of my countyy
in the community of modern States on an oces_ |
sion such ms this, made particularly mecmorable
by the rrésence of the iresident of the United
8tates of Anerica; . Buf at this moment I am,
above all, animated by a profound sense of gra_
titude towards all those that, by organising
this gathering and taking part therein, have
wished %0 pay thér homage to Italy, I should
like €0 aspure you, Ir Tresident, that your
presence here, today, at this celebration wild
deeply touch the hearts of all Italians and
reinforce the affection with which they regard
your great countrys In fact they love and
admire the United Statea g8 the place where
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human labour has, in these modern times,made
the finest contribution to the civil and moral
progreas of mankind and where the greatest
effort is being made to guarantee that this
progress will h.a continued in spite of

the uwncertainties and dangers of the present
time, I am sure, ¥r President, that this
cerimony, which your presence will endear %o
thie hearts of the two peoples,will make a new
contribution to the friendly reclations between
Italy and the UInited States,

A hundred years ago at Turin, in the
Parliament elected for the first time by the
majordty of the Italian people the Kingdom of
Italy was proclaimed, The proclamation marked
the bDirth of the Italian State which embraced
within its political framework, constructed on
demoeratic 1ines, all Italians living in the
continental territory of Italy and in her
iglands, It is true that the Veneto was still
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under Austrian rale and thot new Stote was
being born without ite eapital,vhich eould
not be but Home. But the liberation of the
Veneto and the annexation of Rmu_; eould only
appear, in 1061, as inevitable events to take
place shortly., Venice, in fact, was restored
to Italy in 1866 and Heome annexed in 1570,

The lant Italian Var of Indepondens
of 1915 %o 1990 came within the contexzt of
the Tirst great world conflict of this trouies
century, of purs, It is hardly necessary to
recall the deciaive contribution made by the -
United States towards the settlement of that
eonflict,in defence of the principle Loelf-
detormination. It was this last ™ay of
Independence that finally restored to the
unity of the Italian family those populationt
of Italian language, culture and spirit still
undexr Austrian rule.
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The fundanmental and decisive events .
leading to the unification of Italy were those
that took place in the two years from 1859 to
1860, Henoe, it cennot be said that when,on
Farch 14th, 1961, the Kingdon ¢f Italy was
proclaimed; the Italian Siate wao born only ia
a juri@ical and programmatic sense. On the |
oontiary, it must be recogrised that it came

t0 existence as a sudbatantial reality in the
histerical and geographical sensc as well as
in the moral and politicel sense,  Tor this
reason we are fully justified in celebrating,
as we are.celebrating, here 4n 1961, the
centenary of Italy as 4 political entity.

The ideflistic and political movement
that chlminated in tie formation of the Italiar
State is ae integral rart of the Jurepean
history concerning the first seventy years of
the ninenteenth century,

I'/I
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This was the very century in which tle
germs of renewal, sown by that great wind of
human emaneipation that had blown oo power_
fully through the Americen and the Prench
reveolutions, developed and ripened in so
nany parts of the old world. The Italian
dovenent, the Risorgimento, receveid e
Stimmlus and an impulse from the moral and
intellectual climate that had spread over
Lurope, arising from those sources of the
same greate idells that had operated in the
course of the American and French events of
the eighteenth century.

Nevertheless, even if the primary
cause of the Risorgimento was the desire to
renow the Italian soclety, trrougk the motive
force of the same ideals on which other
peoples had already reconstructed their lives
and made them freer and more ereative,the

-/-
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Italian movenent was an autonomous one,
Justified and exprensed by the partiocular
con@itions and need of that society.

Prior to 1859, Italy was cplit
into small astates of varying dimensionesin
the South r State ineluding Sicily, the' Papal
Statea in the centre, whioch, with the Lega_
tions, stretched from Rome to Romagne,the
Granduchyof Tuseany, the two diminutive
Dachies of Nodena and FParma, the Eingdom of
Fiedmont,including Sardinia, situated in the
North-lest of the peninsula and the two
prospercus regions of lembardy and the Veneto
. Ancorporated in the Austrian Empire.

Austria was the sole foreign Power, among
those ruling in Italy, and with her might
and ame - the strongest in the reninsuls at
that noment - she conditioned and influenced

| I/l'
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not only the general balance, but the life
itself within the other Itslian States,
llone of these was in prasctice, free to

choose a Ppolitical system incompatible with
the poliecy and the position of Austria in
Italy.

1t must be added that the
dinastyc character of these states and
their smell dimensions nmade it impossible
for meat of them to0 bring about reforms
through the impulse of autonomous indig
enous forces, The restricted gromps of
leaders in these small stntes could only
identify thelr inferests with the nost
stubborn eonservaticn which,moreover,fully
coincided with the general consexvative
funetion that Austria carried out in FPurope!
in defence of her imderial interesta, 1
oo
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Austria wished particularly to
protect the existing “uropean order, thas
survivel of which was on the other hand,
dependent on her etebility., Ar essential
part of th:l.l: order was the political
fragnentation of Italy, a harsh veality
which thma hincared or checked both the
common efforts of the Italians and their sepa
rate advance towards more modern and
eivilised forme of socisl life.

In most of her dietricts, Italy
continued %o be affliicted by the szerious
sooial avils that the rest of Burope had
- already eliminated or wag nbout to eliminates
poverty, ignorance, Tear and the servility
of the weak and the corruption of her rulers,
fed by the inecapacity of the governed to
make thefr veices heard in public afrfairs.

It is true that the movement for the set~-
tlement of the Italian problem was

prepared and directed by slect /
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minds developed through participation in
the informing and inepiring thought of

the new sociel and political life of Durope
and the world, It is however;equally true
that this movement was capable of praticel
echievement, inasmuch pe 1t was grafted upon

the neede of the most numerous und sulfering
section of the Italian people, Taken as &
whole,such needs could be summerigzed in fact
as the need for Italy to rise sgain as 2
Nation, on a level of genersl civil progrees
affter eenturies of decmdence and discouragemen

A great English statesman, Gladstone,
who although he followed with soclieitude

the moral and political drama of Italy ,
as early as . I854 wrote to an Italisn

friend that he could not understaend why the
Italiane were insisting sg much on their

desire for 1ndgpendanue and unity without
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first taking care fo lay the bases for it,
by promoting the improvement of individual
states and the civil educasion of the |
people., Gladstone, prompéed by the i
dictatea of his own method, envisaged an |
Italy resurgent solely through the slow =
growth of the oaly that is to say,thiough
the prolonged exercice of self-control and
self-criticiam and the cautious development
of natienal industries and resources,This
vision, which was also gshared by some of
the finoat Italian minds prior to the
dlsaptrous expericnee of the war against
Austrie in 1848«49; bad to be ambandoned.
because it became clear that it was firet :
of all escential %o wrest independence
from the Austrian Impire. Austria's pre_
doninance in Italy was, in fact,preventing

-/ * _ 1
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any change, not only of territorial
character but also of politico-institu_
tional characters therefore independence
could not be achieved by the alliesnce of
Italian States united by a mere federal
dink, It was abundanily clear that the
edifice of the conatitutional libverties
of the Italiangyin hamony with what the
peoples already emancipated had achieved,
could afily be constructed on the hasis
of liberaticn from Austria and the
destruction of the old Staten, whose
inetitutions, opposed %o every fomm of
prngreti. were ossified and incapable
of modification,

Italians preserve in their hearts
mm#fmmmmm

o/ o
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among all others as the true artificers of
the politieal reconstruction of their
countrys Vittorio Imanuele II, Massini,
Garibpldi and Cavour, Mone of these could
or did operate without coming into confliet
with the other threes but Italy wms able %o
rise only as the synthesis of the work of
each and everyone of them, Two wayse
appeared possible forwthe solution of the
Itnlian problems through the poelitical and
nilitary initiative of TFisdmont; or through
popular dnitiative, In reality it wmaso
necessary to follow both roads to achieve
the goal, even if the direction of the
uprising came from Piedmont,which taamsformed
iteelf into the instrument of the Itallian
gause, It 48 to Vittorio Emanuele II and

l/l
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Cavour that hiestory now gives the merit of
having reformed the old Fiedmontese State and
made it the intensely vital ocell arownd which
the cthers were able to develop the organism
of Ttaly. JZqually. lVecszini is regarded as ’
the apostle and the rromoter of popular ini-
tiative and Garibaldi as the brilliant and
victorious mediator., But it muat be nade
clear that Vittorio Emanhuele's outatanding
merit lay in having offered himaglf and his
kingdon to Italy and of adhering to this offer
oven at moments of adversity, ™e heeded and .
identified hinmsclf with all the uplifted |
valges of Italians of all conditions and %
regions, Cavour's great merit was the
construetion of the admirable apparatus of
the Fiedmontese State as the instrument of
liberty and of intense pogress and to heve

II/I
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used this instrument with such admirable
precision to settle to the advantsge of
resurgent Italy the various situation
deterndned by himself or by others. DBut
perhaps Cavourfs highest achievement was
the Bkill with which he piloted the Italian
rroblex through the Tempertuous waters of
Turope, without overturaning her order, He
had the wisdom and the eapability to enrich
the Italian movement with fertile elements
of evolution that hllpld}n elindinating |
stagnant situations which would have otherwise
degenerated into uncentrolled and destruetive
upisings.- Cavour, Uy bringing Italy to the
Juropean level and imserting her into the
Luropzan body politic as a new force and an
autonomous and sovereign unit, not only
showed himgpell to be a groat Italian but also '

l/l
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a great and responsabile Turopean., Nazzini's
great merit was, on the other hand, the perti
necity with which he preached the need of the
Italian people to gain ite liberty indepen_
dently. The concept that dominated his mind
and informed his actions was that of auto-
emancipation. Therefore he was never tired
of preaching the necessity for popular initia
tive and worked constantly to proucte it. The
man, who tranlated the energles aroused in
every part of Italy by Mazzini's preaching
into concrete action for the formation of the |
new State, was Garibaldi, whose generous and
courageoue etruggle for the liberty of the
people, makes him one of the moast colourful
figures in the Buropean history of the last
century. He was the one who, more than

lfl
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anyoody else, helped in popularizing the
idea of the peaple's contributiom to the
formation of Italy, the one who daringly
led their efforts. A believer himself,

like Mazzini, in the creed of the auto_
emancipation of the people, he was,moraoven
aware that ih the situation of Italy end
Burope at that time, this orced was only
partially aspplicable and that Italy could
bagome a free and sovereign Stete only by

a combination of monarchiocal-Piedmontese
initistive and the initiative of the peopla.
Thus Italy was born as the result of the :
convergence of the forces of diverse .

inspiration, but all concurrent in the
desire for an autonomous and sovereign

o/ s
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Italian State an the instrument capable
of guaranteeing the liberty cf 2ll Italians mnd
 of securing to them ‘the means for their soeial °
progross,This was a birtk of great historical
importance begause even if for centuries,indeed
millendia; an Italian nation bad existed ina
continuone formative process, there had newer
before existed an Italian State aes a politieal
and territorial sutonomous entity. The new
State, through the very procecs of its
formation; began its hietory with three
salient charaoteristics;y that of a unitary
State,becanne, it had been constituted through
the development and the growth of the eell
of the Piednmontese Stateg that of a

l/l
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Liberal State, beceuse of the character of
its institutions, founded on popular
vote; and finally that of haviag been
constructed on the basis of the containment
rather than the development of the uprising
of popular energies, so0 as to take iss place
in the Furopean order without upsetting it
or risking suffocation,

The liberal character cf the new
State i9s eumphasised by the way in which the
problem of the tamporal power of the Pope
was solved., The happy formule coined By
Opvour "A Free Church in a Free State™ forced
the State to constitute itself and operate
strictly sceoording to the law of liberty Illr

o/
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a8 the same time, created for the Church

the most ideal conditions for the intensi
fication of its spiritual action, I%
would be difficult not to reconice that
the behaviour of the State towards the
Church in fulfillment of Cavour's formmla:
was ouch as to give the Catholic world
no reason to regret the end of the temporal
power of the Chmrch., On the contrary {liat
event was henceforth to be regarded as the
beginning and the condition for a new and
more fruitful phase of work and religiosity
in the history of Catholicism,

The Italien State, born with theee

characteristios, neither broke its promises,

o/
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fior _deldded the expeotations of those ‘that
hoped to see it cotablished or amaited 4t
as the,instrument: for the renewal and the
progrees of Italian society,  And in srite
of many diffioulties and grave limitations
in which were reflected ascme of the defects
of its origins, and above sll the rouilltﬁ'l
tradition of centuriecs of servitude to the
foreigner o' its own rulers, it made deel_
aive progress towards the future Letween
the the date of ite birth snd the 1915-18
war, ioproving and strengtheaing its
structure, enlarging its political bases

and giving a decisive impulse to cultural
and economiec progress, '

E !
.

It cmat be observed that the ri_
se of Fasciem in Italian life was wtimulated
and favoured by the spread of the nationa_

lisn infeoting the entire body of Duropes

I/l
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Neverthelesa it muat de m
that its primary uﬁuumllaa'iﬁﬁginuuplutnnnun
of the edifice of the unitary State.Fasciem
founded 1ite fortunes, adbove all, on that
numerous clase that the unitary State had
not succeeeded in raising from conditions
of extreme nisery or in educating poli
by liberating it fxom 1ts traditional
acquiescence to arrogance and the partisan
use of awthority. Born and msintained
through viclence from within, 1t could not -
but end in the tragic episode of viclence
from without,

On the rins of the war and with

wisdom acquired through sacrifice and so
the Italisn people has reconotructed its

State in the spirit and on the fundamental

I/I
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ooncepts of those that founded it a

hundred years sgo. - This faithful re-
establishment proves that the work of

those men was neither ephemeral nor
arbvitrary. It was they, on the eontrary,
that indieated the sole way onen to the
Ttalian people for the future: a wvay.from
which 1t is not possible to verge, as the
tragedy of Fasciem has all too elogquently
proved, without running into great dioasters
and rlacing iteelf in the moet terrible
danger. We are conscious of having progre
esned faithfully and decisively along this
road in the last fifteen years, We have
perfected the institutions that guarantee
diberty. We have reconstructed the material
basez of $the national wealth, We have
extended the sources of work amd the means

i/l‘
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of Bsistance in OFder 40 give securify to
all, Y%e have taken and held our place in
the international constituted institutions,
that orernte for the defence of liberty of
men and 6f the peoples. Ve have collaborated
anfl oontinue to collaberate actively, in the
v, £0r the creation of that united Turopes’
shich was the unfulfilled dream of Givaeppe
razzini., We are firmly convinced that 1t

1o solely by tramslating Yazaini's ideal
into the comerete form of conmon,supra-
national ingtitutions, tiat s now chapter

in history will be opened, which will see th
ol% Turope, finally liberated from intestine
golfishnecses and feuwde, enjoying & ré=
goined unity of minds.

Hevertheless we are even nore
conscious of what atill has % be achieved.®

I/I
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I have slready menticned, the political
formation of Italyr takes ite place as a
ninor gyecle within a wider higorical and
poelitical oycle., This wider oyole is based
on the unshakeable belief in the righte of
man, which come, as President Kennedy himself
said in his message of Jamuary 20th, 1961, no%
from the generosity of the State but from
the hand of God, and which the State ean

and must guarantee against anyone that

would tramxple on then,

This great historical and politiecal
cyele is far from complete and far from
being secure. It calls for precise duties
from those that share in it and benefit from
it. I can affirm that, in Italy, those that
are today redering sincere and reverent

l/l
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homag- to our "Founding Fathers"™ are
making efforts to ensure that their
country becomes increasingly aware of
these duties and capable of fAulfilling
thes in the best possible wmy Both in
international and internasl life,

At this moment our major
responsability lies at home, There are
8till come millions of our fellow
citizens that hold that jucstice is to Le
found outpide the demcoratic system,Their
I Ted0cupying presence ie partly determined
by unetable and precarions living
conditions and parily bound up with the
hard crust of habite and scepticiom forned
through long and bitter centuries of
servitude. Our task iz to restore uocur:l!

o/ o
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faith and hope %o them, in order to
re-absorb them in the oneness of the
demooratic State. In doing this we shall
be carrying én the work of those whose
memory we are honouring and celebrating
today and shall contribute to the dinamic
defence of the free and democratic world;
8 task, which, at the present houy is laid
upon ue by Destiny as the mutpmﬁhli
condition for the survival of eivilised

mankind,
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