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ion Act 1967,

certilying opinions under section 1
tification (regulation 3(1), (2) and (3)
iisposal of such cerlificates (1cpula-

tion and prescribe the information
Chiel Medical Officer (regulation 4

55 and information (regulation 5).
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I Alwrtion Laws throughad i YWaorlsd

1. Furangg
i

L o ahe Folbeing comnteaos abontion is ale clutely prolobiad by Do Relpium
(hul ot migewonsly where wonin’s Bife an pish gl Beec B, Malta, Postegal, Spain.

1LY In the Following copntrizs abortion is ssvmmied only e save e moiher™s
Bl s Adbsagraa, Ansiria, Fianes, West Cenmany, Baly oiso where pcecam y has occuried
Tramt g evinningl ollcoee), el kands,

1.3 The Tofleaving couniries lave moie libeeal begislation:
*Lhubpennin (19G6E)

“TCrcchoslovalkin

(1957, 1966)

*tDenmimnk (1971)

*tFinkunal (1970)

Enst Germany (1972)

Aboriion up Lo 1l seek of prepeansy by roguest io
n edical boavd, which must attewpt 10 dissuade 1he
wesnan bl mwace ol gefiea, except foe il prcgnank ks in
marviepe wibess ihere are serious medea! reasons. Groups
spacilly recommaended Tor abortion are women over 45 o
wilh e or oeevee claledic, #irks vamder 1o, v omen preanan
by inscest or mofitned raps, G amyorhe withsoc il diffcalix .
Abwrlion ;1|.:|'J'|.:mu':l i Ivovsgitial, A beaticwn nigs 1o 12 works®
pestation by applicotiion through o ldad of depariment
of pmaccology [0 8 commission,

Legal il there are medical grounds Gneludinge risk of
defective Tetus, extieme vouth of mollcr, o poegancy
resnlt of incedt), whes, pregnaney s e wesult of g,
where e woanan iy ovir @0, 0 widow of has m bease
Phaee eloldoen, " ull Swation For vmmo: ried womnn
and “distuption of Fnily™, Operotion by ey naccnboeis
i Bespital or pelicts G, Certain medicol comditions,
eapecnlly eonital il nons, are conbeninslicalions (o
Al | ko,

O dhemmand up 1o 12 o Bs by application 19 6 doc or or
Mother's Al Jostiter s (MLALLY The Hoard o1 e
MUAL enn prive perrissien a#fier 12 weels il the woman'.
health and  nurturing  ability would suider, i from
immatui iy or low dstcllipence she canncl care for o
child, if pregnaney resulivd From @ criming ] offence, or
if the chikd is likely to e handicappel. The wonan must
then be referred oo hoapital where the abortion can Lo
perlormed. Conscience clause for nurses, Rormally only
residents qualify,

Up o 16 weeks' gestation, by asuthorisuion from the
atate Medical Board, where there are health or social
grounds, or the proguancy is the result of o criminal
offence, or one or both parenis is affected by mental or
physical illness, secosmiendation can be made by two
physicians or the Boand; where the woman is under 17,
over 40, or already hias Tour children, the decision lics
with the eperating surpeon: where there are grounds 1o
suspeet o defectivie foluz, or in late abortions Tor non-
medical reasons, by the Roard, Special hospitals deal with
gl abartions,

Abortion available on request, and also for medical,
socinl, “ethical™ and “eveenic™ reasons,
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*lungary [1956)

*leekmd (1935)

Luzenibourg
*tHorvay (1900, 1903)

tPoland (1956, 1959)

*Romandn {1966)

*Sweden (1938, 1946,

1961, 1964)

Switzerland (1937, 1942)

. : R i ol Y -

Fa preserve Nifc o health, and for cugenic indicatinans,
Strscily dmic preted,

I e derst e montlie of presnancy, by application to
a Doand which conmat refuse abortion iF the applicant’s
circnmstances justity the operation, or where the Board
conmol dissuade ler.

Up i the cighth weel of pregonancy an aboriion may be
performed if continuation of preenancy presents o risk
1o the hwalth, including the consiberation of  social
fctors. Only where the risk is otherwise inevitable can
the operation Fe performed after eiglt weeks, Perfonncd
Inan approved haspital on the authority of twe physicians.

Lepal on “medical grounds™, rigorously enfonced,

Abortion legal for medical and medico-social reasons,
or where pregnancy s ihe résult of & erinsinal offence, or
where there i3 o vigh of congenital defeet in the fetus, up
1o the 12th week, Application fram the woman and Der
doctor to the hospiiel : anthorisation necds two physicions.
Wihere the alleecdl groands mie moinly cowironmental,
ihey must be thoroughly investigaiadl.

Aborlion legal on medicul or social grounds, or  where
the pregnanicy is the reault of o cruninal act (not howeves
in the two later coses il there are medical contra-
indications). A centificate testifying that lermination s
pernmissible sl b obiained fron s physician. Abortions
are carvied oul in public hospital, and poivately, some-
fimnes o e L-patient basis,

Previously on requesd, nbortion is legal when the woman's
lifi is in cdonger, iF she soffers from a serious disorder of
any kind, iF she i oscr 25, i slie sibrendy has four childign
Iy Deer e, 07 shie is pregnant as o resull of incest or rape,
and il either parent suflers from o scrious hercdilary
disease. Awlhorisation piven by a Board, but usuvally
only up to the THh week,

Legal up 1o the 20h week, by application 1o an aboriion
consuliation centie: approval 1o be given by cither two
physicians or by the Mationsl Board of Health Wellare
for medical nnd medico-social indications, snd by the
latter alone where here is o risk of 8 conpenital defect or
where the woman through mental disorder ks incapable
of giving consenl,

Legal where there 15 a serious 1isk to the life, or of
permanent denger 10 the health of the mother, which
cannol otherwize be averted. A specialist in the condition
presenting the risk must give suthorisation, and ihe
pregonaney be erminnied by o second physiclan: in the
cantonn of Geneva the auihorising physicians form @
college desigmited by the Council of Stale. There is a
special commission to deal with aliens. Interpretation of
ihe law varics in diferent cantons.
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it bealth, amd for copenie indications.
8
Snanths of preanancy, by applasiabion o
smpod relise abowiion if the applicant’s
tily ihic operation, of where the Beard
+ T,

II stk of preenaney an aboribon moy be
inuation of pregnancy presents o risk
Cachuding the considerativns of social
Te the risk is otherwise inevitable can
libes Formned alter cialil woeks, PerTormed
pipital oo the suthority of i plis sicins,

n .
|I| groumds™, rigeronsty enforced,

for medical and medico-social reasons,
F¥ is thee resualt of 5 erimanal offenee, or
ik oof congenital defect in the Fetus, up
Application Troan the womsin aimd ber
tal: anithorisation needs two phivsicians,
™ groumds are moinly environmental,
, ;:u:;hl;.f investigated,

W medical o social groumds, or - where
dic resul of a criminstd el (ool hiowoyver
g cases §iF there ore imedical conlpa-
srtificnte testilying that ferminmtiog =
pe obtzined from a physician, Abonions
i public hospitals and prvately, some-
dlicnt basis,

'krl;".ih abortion is kesal when the woman's
l,I' sha suffers froom & = cdous shizorder ol
,over 45, 0 she alrcady his foun chiliden
‘is pregnant as @ result of incest or rapc,
enl sullfers from o scerious hereditary
ption given by a4 Boacd, bul wsually
'h week.,

Diby week, by application o an aboriion
re: approval o be given by either 1w
"he Mational Board of Health Welfare
smyedico-social indications, and by ihe
S ibere is a risk of a conpenital defect or
h (hrough mental disorder is incapable
Iy

!1: i5 & scrious risk to the life, or of
f 1o the health of the mmher, which
;: averied, A specinlist in the condition

must pive authorisalion, amd the
minited by o sccond physician: in thwe
/ the nuthorising physicians form o
1 by the Council of S1ate. Thero ks a
in to deal with alicns, Interpretation of
Jilferent cantons,
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{ Turkey (1960, 1965, 1967) Abortion permitted by application 10 g commillee of

LLES.R. (1920, 1955)

2 neoslavia (1955)

2. The Amerlens

pynaccubopisis whoe the life and health of the mother
are ab rish, or whore thaie is risk of conpenital defect.
Fature of an LLLLL without expulsion Bs also accepled.
Stevilisstion 15 b gutlorised in a variety of circum-
stances, nustly the presence of hereditable conditions,

Abortion on request, The woman must obinin a certificate
from & medical olficer, pyvnaccologisl or ctler doctor that
nborlion = imdicated and no modical contr-Iiklicalions
exist, Blw is then referred 1o a hospital and slays in ot
least three Jdays. The doctor st warn of the risks bt
cannol refose. In the kepidation of 1920 of whiclh the
currenl biw i3 8 reenacineent, the docior could reluse
absortion ofter the [0th week.,

By amlication to o commission of wo doctors and o
socinl worker: legnl up 1o the 12th week for reasons of
social dilliculty, rape, fncest or passible defoct of fos,
and at any time 1o presene lile or Bealih, The operation
mwust be performed in health establishments with adeguaie
fecilitics,

i 21 In the following countries aboriion is absolutely prohiblicd by law: Rolivia,
Cotobia (bt in cases where i b performed 1o seve the life or the hosour of the
women, the penalty may be reduceld or o free pandon piven), Dominican Republic,
Cronlemala, Hait, Pansma,

"...'_'.E. In the following countrics aboition is legal only 1o save the woman's life:
Chibe {nn the certification of two physicians), Guadcloupe, Nicaragea, Paraguay,
Peru sinee 1929 {incontroventible prool and the assent of two physicians required),

Peciio Rico, Vendsueln,

2% The following countrics have more liberal ki laiion

Antigua
]
Arpentina (1967)
I
' Barbados
Trazil (1940)
| Canada (1969)

Cosin Rica (1941)

Lepal on “medical grounds™,

Abortion legal if performed by a licensed physician
to save the life or health of the mother from an otherwise
meviluble danger or where pregnancy is the result of a
rape in respect of which criminal procecdings have been
slaricgl,

Legal on “medical grounds™.

Lml on the decision of a committee of three physicians
il it is necessary to save life or if the pregnancy is the
resull of rape,

Legal where a majority of a hospital’s therapeutic
abortion commitiee certifics that the pregnancy would,
or would be likely, to endunger the woman's life or
health: opcration carried out by a qualified medical
practitioner in an apprroved hospital.

Two physicians must apree that the abortion is the only
way lo sufeguard the mother's life or health : the operation
15 earried oul by a (hird,
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Cuba (193R)

Vewador (1931K)

Flowssiburas {15 1)

Jamaica
Mexico (1931

Montserml
Frinichod nnd Tolvipo
*Liruguny (1938)

LLS.A.
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Aborticn is lepal 1o preterve the life of the mother, to
presvil sevious dasiegy 1o her health, after rape or Lo
prevent the  treosmissbon of  hereditary  or  serious
wonlapdous i

Mot el iF corvied ot by a physician to cscape otherwise
inevitbly danger 1o lite or health, or if the pregnancy is
e resudi oof pape, o of iflegal intercourse with a wolian
vi o 15 amsane o demwenill,

Aboction is legal i g ivedical commiission certifies b
paed ey B peobect lilfe sind health, aml all oflicr measares
s [ibed,

Lepal to protect Bife gmd bealth,

Lepal in cazes of mape: alio where the physician is of the
opinion thit the preseecy would endanger the womaen's
Jife, A sevond opiaina is prefered, excepl in an emergoncy.

Legal on pnspecified medical prounds,
Legal 1o preseree heplils of mother,

Reduced penalty if carricd oul 1o preserve the honour
of the swomuan and her Gamily: na peoplty iF plter o rape
and the operation is perlpmmed with womnn’s eonsent,
redieed penalty iF withowt her consent; peoaly reduccd
or waived il opoation poformed 1o save Tife or healith
or wheee iliere e s eim ‘I'||'|:HH.'i.a| 1,1jl]iL'I|IIIPEﬁ. in mll
cises this applics only up o the 1200 week o pregnaney,
cxcep in i cmerpency,

Legislntion varics witkely beiween States and is changing
fast. In maony States the law allows abortion only 1o
preserve the life of the woman, in most others it is based
on the model Penal Code of 1962, which permits abortion
whare there is a daneer 1o the mental or pliysical healil:
of the mother, in cases of rape or ineest, or where fhicie
is 0 likelibood of o defouive elnbd, Sonee Sintes have
varied this law, e.g. California has no cupenic qualiliva-
fions: there may be residential qualifications and time
limits imposed, which do aol gswally npply in an
emerpency. Some States interprel the mowlel code inoie
liberally: Owegon includes medicosocial  indications
similar 1o the British “eoviranment™ cloute. Mew York,
Washington State, Alaskn and Fliwaii now offer abortion
on request, perfommed in all cases by “a duly licensed
physician™, In Georgin, Teoxns amd Wisconsin, courl
decisions hove invalidated legal resirictions on reasons for
which an aboruon may Be abdained.

In 1973 the United Siates Supreme Court rubed that while
a wonmn hod no absolute constituiional righi o abortion,
the laws peevailing in sone States did euriail her consti-
tional rights: that fo the Grst 12 weeks of pregnancy the
dlecisione shianld he for ber and her madical adviser glone,
bt that thereafter the Simte might regulaie the aboriion
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procedure in ways rensonnbly related 1o maternnl health, | o
including proscribing it after the stage when the fetus |
| niight ke presumed viable, except where necessary (o e
preserve the life or health of the mother. 1
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to prescive (e life of the mother, 1o
amaee 1o her henlth, afler ragne oF s
nsmission  of  hereditary or  senous

sd ol Ly o phasieian 1o cwape othensise
to il or heelth, or il ihe pregnancy is
or of illepal inercotrse with b wonsnn
demenied.

I if a medical commission eevtifies it
ot Jife andd DBeatih, and all other nicasies

life and healih.

rape: aleo where the physicun i of the
sregnancy would endapsr e weman's
von i% preferned, eseept i an anerpeney,

jed medicnl provmls.
health of mether,

i carried oul 1o preserve the howour
d her fonily: no penalty if after o rape
n is perfonmeed with woman's consent,
[ without her consent: pevally i
ation performed 1o save Bfe o healihi
ire. serious fnancial diliowhies, n all
only up o the 12th woek ol prosiney,
JCNEY.

widely betwoen States anl i changig
ates the law allows aboriion only 10
of the wosinn, in most ollees it is hased
ol Code of 192, which pevmiks abwriion
fanper (o the mental or plsical Tl
cases of rope of incest, ;0 whove thend
if o defectve child, Some States hove
s Californin has o cupcnde quililiva-
be resichential qualilications and tinwe
which do not usually apply in an
y Biales interpret the mumbel code miore
i includes  medico-social  indications
ftigh “enwviroomaent’” clause. New York,
1, Alaske amal Havwaii now offer abortion
wmed in all cases by *“a duly licensced
SGeorpia, Texas and  Wikconsin, cour
mlidated lepal restrictions on reasons for
n may be obtained.

d States Supreme Court ruled that whils
absolule constitutional right to abortion,
g in some States did curtail her constitu-
t in the first 12 weeks of pregnancy the
e Tor her and her medicnl adviser alone,
or the State might regulate the abortion
= reasonably related (o maleinal healih,
bing it afier the stage wlen the felus
ned viable, except where necossary Lo
or health of the mother.
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3.0, 1o the folloeadog comntries, rbortion is absolutely prohibited by law: Dabomey,
Foueaterial Guinea, Makipasy Republic, Mautitiuz, Reunion. '

1.2, I the Tollowing countrics, abortion s permilied only Lo save the mother's
life: .
Algerin, Burandi, Central Alrican Republic, Chad, Congo, Egypt [health too in
practice], Ciabon, Garines, Ivory Coast, Libwa, Mali, Mawitania, Niger, Rwanda,
Sencgal, Somali, Sudan, Tangania, Toge, Upper Violta and Zaire.

1.3, In the following counties abortion is kgal to sefeguard the life and health of
the mother or on msdical prooamds (unspecified):

Botswana, Ethiepia [modelled on the Swiss penal code], Gambia, Ghana, kenya,
Lesotho, Liberia, Malawi, Moroceo, Nigeria, Seychelles, Sierra Leone, South
Afica [in sowwe clircamstances], Swaviland, Uganda [though the praclice under
the present rewime is uncertain],

3.4 | he Tollowing coundrics also allew other indications :

Canseroans (1967) Abortion is legal if performed by a gualified person (o
prevent serious risk to the woonn's health or where
pregnancy his resuliad Trom o tepe verified by the Public
Prosecunor s (hilice,

Abortion is leval if performed when the mother®s health
is endanpgered by pregnoncy, or if the couple have five
living childeen, i the Infter cnse it must be carmed oul
in the fast thiee meonths of presnancy, and all abortions
minsl be performed by a liconsed physician in & hospiial
or aulhorised clinie,

Modelled on ithe Nritish Act, including the so-called
“epvironnintal clapse’ and the need Tor cerlificalion by
Py micd ical praciiioners,

*] i §1D65)

Sombiaa (1972)

4, Asia aml Oecania
1. In the Fallowing countrics abortion is absoluiely prohibited by law:
lurma, Hong Kong, Jordan [thougl in practie ethical exceptions may be made),
Laos, Lebanon [ethical exceptions in practice], the Phillippines, Saudi Arabia,
Syria, Thailand, South Vietnam,

4.2, In the following countries abortion is permitted only to save the life of the
miiver

Alptumistan [with a reduced penalty where healih rither tian life endangered],
Balirain, Cyprus, Fiji, lran, lraq [also for cases of rape). Kuwail, Pakistan,
Yemen,

4.3, The following countrics permil abortion on “medical grounds™. :
Tndoncsia, Maliysin, Taiwan.

4.4, The following cownires have maore liberal legistation

Australia (various: Basically ihe same position as in Brilain before the
1969, South Australin) 1967 Act but perhaps slightly more liberal. South
Australia has introduced an Act like the British one bul
lseking the clause concerning health of existing children.
The shortion law in  Dangladesh was temporarily
libernlized up to May 1972, in order to help rape victims of
the recent war,
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Cevlon

Chiinese People’s
Repmiblic

India (1972}

Japan (1948, 19605

Souith Koren

Monzolia

Mepal

Mew Aealaond (1908)

*Singapore (1969,
1971

Mol

The mother s healih s well as life may be considered.

Abortion is peroissible for medical, social, ethical and
cugenic reasens aml s aviilable on request.

Pregnancy gy be terminated on the authority of one
clinician (up 1o 12 weeks) and 2 (12-20 weeks), where
there is a risk 1o plysical or menial health, or possibility
of a congenitally defective child, The “mental bealih®
clovse specifieally inchides the resulls of rape and
contiaeepiive failure, As in the G.B. Act, forcsccable
cnvironnsenl may be taken inlo account,

The Evpenic Protection Act provides that at the discretion
of the phyeicion sterilisation or abornion may be carnied
oul lo preveni the possible nsmission of hereditary
physical o mental illness o of centain contagious diseases,
or where the motlier's health could be ot risk from the
pregoancy (in the eite of sierilisation this includes
multiparity': in the case of abortion, social and cconomic
circumstanees may be taken into account). Abortion is
also allowed where pregnancy is the result of rape.

Abortion legal where pregnancy is the result of rupe or
incest, to prevent the transmission of penetic diserders
(inchuding mental disorders), or where the health of the
mother mas sufler,

Abortion perminied 1o safepoard the mother's healil,
where pregnancy is the resull of a criminal offence, or
o prevent e possible binth of o defective el

The mother's health may be regafded as well as risk 1o
life: a5 justifving aboriion,

Legal to preserve life and 10 soime extent bealth: as in
Hritain before the 1967 Act bt including the Baourne
case, Slightly siricter than Avstralia in practice.

The Termination of Pregnaney Advisory Board (which
includes  medical  administialons, a  gynaecolopist, a
peychiatrist and sockil workers) may give authority for
abortion up o 16 weeks if the enviromment of the woman
Justifics it, or if pregnancy is the result of a erimina!
act, and up o 24 wecks where ihere is serious risk o
mental or phiysical beadthoor there s a risk of o handicapped
child. The operation tust be carvied om in & Governinenl
hospital or approved instilution: only citizens and the
wives of citizent of Singapore, and women who have been
resident Tor ot least fowr monithis qualify, though (hese
two lnst condlitions do not apply in an CIMErgency.

*Wiwere a time-limit & set for abartion on non-medica) groumils, explicil provicion exisis o
this for be exveeded where serious medical risks appear,

There is & procedure fur appeal 1o a higher sutherity if the firsi apphicalion is refused,

Information is taken from the World lealih Orpanisation’s booklet * Ahorifon
Laws™ (1971) and from the International Planned Paremt hood Federation's newsletier
“"Aboriion: a World Survey', March 1972, Notice of subsequent changes in bogislation
was also provided by LP.PI
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